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HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 
 

BIBLE  

One credit of Bible is required for each year of attendance at New Covenant Academy (NCA). Students attending all 
four years must complete Old Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, Christian Theology, and Apologetics.  

ENGLISH  

Four credits of English are required.  

FINE ARTS  

One fine arts credit is required during the four years of high school.  

MATHEMATICS  

Four credits of math are required unless a student completes Algebra 1 in 8th grade in which case only three 
credits are required in high school. Transcripts, placement tests, and teacher recommendations will be used to 
place students at appropriate levels. Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and Geometry are required for all students, as well as 
one additional math course beyond the Algebra 2 level.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

One year of physical education is required.  

SCIENCE  

Three credits of science are required. Two of these must be Biology and Chemistry.  

SOCIAL STUDIES  

Three credits of social studies are required: American History (1.0) and Government (0.5) are the only required 
credits.  

WORLD LANGUAGE  

Two high school credits of the same world language are required.  

ADDITIONAL REQUIRED COURSES  

To meet graduation requirements, students are required to take 1.0 credit of Personal Finance, 1.0 credit in a 
Practical Art, 0.5 credits of Speech, and 0.5 credits of Health.   

ELECTIVES  

A student can choose between a number of remaining courses to meet the 28 required credits for graduation. 

DUAL CREDIT  
What is dual credit?  

Dual credit is an opportunity for high school students starting their junior year to earn college credit during regular 
school hours at their high school. Dual credit courses allow students to earn both high school and college credit for 
the same course. Offered courses for dual credit are transferable to the majority of postsecondary institutions. 
Students and families are encouraged to research the transferability of these credits to their institution of choice.  

 



Return to Table of Contents     3 

What are some of the benefits of dual credit?  

Dual credit provides quality learning opportunities and helps high school students prepare for college. Students 
experience college-level courses as the curriculum and text have been approved and the instructors certified by the 
Higher Learning Commission. These challenging courses enhance high-level thinking skills and provide incentives 
to advance beyond the high school level. Best of all, the transition from high school to college begins early and 
occurs conveniently in a familiar, comfortable environment. Dual credit is advantageous to students because it 
allows them to get a head start on their college courses, it may ease the transition from high school to college, and it 
saves parents money as the rate for dual credit tuition is much less than that paid of the full-time college student.  

How does dual credit affect my student when entering college?  

The student who receives dual credit may finish college in less time by often moving ahead through the 
institution’s degree plan at a faster rate as many of the courses can be completed while in high school. Each family 
should be sure to check with the institution to see if dual credit courses count against the ability to earn freshman 
scholarship eligibility.  It is the student and/or family’s responsibility to verify whether credits earned through 
dual credit courses will transfer to the student’s college of choice upon graduation.  

What is the cost to take a dual credit course with Drury University and Missouri State University?  

As of the revision date of this handbook, these are the costs:  

For Drury University (Online), the cost is $90 per credit hour.  

For Evangel University (Online), the cost is $65 per credit hour. 

For OTC (Online), the cost is $57 per credit hour. 

For Missouri State University (seated at NCA), the cost is $70 per credit hour.  

Payment to these universities is done outside of the tuition required to attend NCA. 

***THESE COSTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE YEAR TO YEAR BASED ON THE COLLEGE’S AND UNIVERSITY’S DISCRETION. *** 

Does my student need to take a placement exam prior to starting a dual credit course?  

Depending on the course, the answer is yes. Your high school teacher for the dual enrollment course will let you 
know in advance. Placement exams are offered at the high school at the end of the previous school year and at the 
beginning of the current school year. 

What is the process for registering with the university for a dual credit course? 

The registration process is online for the most part, but it is determined by the college or university. Each student 
that enrolls in a dual credit course will receive an email from the high school counselor with the next steps for 
registering with the university.  

Does this happen once a year or at the beginning of each semester? 

 Registration for dual enrollment courses in general must be completed at the beginning of each semester, while 
the year-long courses are completed once at the beginning of the year.  

***IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO REGISTER WITH THE UNIVERSITY FOR DUAL CREDIT COURSES.  NCA 
ADMINISTRATION AND COUNSELORS CANNOT COMPLETE THIS PROCESS ON BEHALF OF THE STUDENT AND/OR FAMILIES. *** 
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ONLINE DUAL CREDIT COURSE BEST PRACTICES  

Students need to be motivated and self-disciplined to be successful in taking an online course.  

The students will be assigned one period, per course, in a supervised classroom during the regular school day to 
work on their online course work. All grades will come directly from the online teacher. Success in these courses 
are based on students utilizing time management and self-discipline. Students must demonstrate the responsibility 
to take courses such as these. Failure of previous courses or poor performance in an online course will preclude a 
student from choosing an online course as one of their regular courses in the future.  

All fees relating to dual credit courses including required textbooks, materials, and/or equipment will be the 
responsibility of the student and family.  

Students who take an online dual credit course will need to meet the drop/add requirement of the college. If they 
choose to drop a course after the date, they will receive whatever mark the college gives.   

As a general statement, the drop/add date for these college courses falls after the date for changing courses at NCA. 
NCA students are required to be enrolled in 7 credit earning courses to remain a student and be eligible by 
MSHSAA standards. For details on MSHSAA standards, please visit the NCA High School Student Handbook or 
MSHSAA.org. 

For more information about dual credit course please see the high school counseling department.  
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CORE COURSES 
  



Return to Table of Contents     6 

BIBLE 
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BIBLE COURSES FLOW CHART 
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BIBLE COURSE OFFERINGS  
One year of Bible is required for each year of attendance at New Covenant Academy. 

BIB OT SURVEY OF OLD TESTAMENT 1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE: STUDENT ENTERING FRESHMEN YEAR 

This course, designed for high school freshmen and sophomores, will survey the 
Pentateuch and narrative books of the Old Testament that lead to the exile of the Jewish 
people. As students learn about the events of the Old Testament, they will come to a 
better understanding of the character of God. The course views the Scripture in the 
context of the geography, culture, language, and politics of its time. 

 

BIB NT  SURVEY OF NEW TESTAMENT  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE: STUDENT ENTERING SOPHOMORE YEAR 

This class is a walkthrough of the New Testament as a means to understanding the 
character of God, what Christ did for humanity and how Christians are to live out their 
lives in accordance to His Word. Students will examine each book of the New Testament, 
while emphasis is placed on key characters and events. Jewish cultural influences and 
the background of each book will also be kept in focus for proper hermeneutics. 

 

 

 

 

BIB THEO  CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE: STUDENT ENTERING JUNIOR YEAR 

This course is an overview of Christian beliefs and practices. It examines Christian 
theology from contemporary and historical perspectives, covering theological concepts 
throughout Christendom. Theological doctrines covered include God, Scripture, 
Creation, man, Christology, sin, salvation, the Holy Spirit, the Church, and eschatology. 
Truths and heresies of each of these doctrines will be discussed, how each has been 
understood throughout time, and how they ought to be implemented in the life of the 
Christian believer today.   
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BIB APOL  BIBLE- APOLOGETICS  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENT ENTERING SENIOR YEAR 

This class is designed to be a collaboration of everything the student has ever learned 
about the Bible. Students’ knowledge of Christianity will be put to the test by examining 
and comparing it to other worldviews. The Christian faith will be examined through 
subjects such as: philosophy, biology, psychology, law, and government. The course also 
includes discussions on topics that are typically labeled as “controversial” or “gray” 
areas of the Bible (moral topics). During this same time, students will also organize their 
thoughts and efforts towards the location of their senior mission trip. 
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ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH COURSES FLOW CHART 
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ENGLISH COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
Four credits of English are required for a New Covenant Academy diploma.  

ENG 1  ENGLISH 1  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENT ENTERING FRESHMAN YEAR 

English I is the freshman level English course. It is a full year course, and fills one of 
the English credits needed for graduation. The course objectives are as follows:  
1. develops vocabulary.  
2.continue to develop grammar, usage, and punctuation skills.   
3. learn reading strategies and apply them to the development of critical reading 
skills.   
4.identify the elements of fiction such as plot, conflict, character, theme, etc.  
5. read, analyze/evaluate, discuss, and write about fiction and nonfiction.   
6.develop writing/communication skills by following a process using current MLA 
guidelines.   
7. follow directions and develop listening skills.  
8.follow the research process to write an informational paper.  
9.learn and develop study skills.   
 
The following novels/plays are read during this course: To Kill A Mockingbird, by 
Harper Lee; Animal Farm, by George Orwell; The Count of Monte Cristo, by Alexandre 
Dumas; and “Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare. Students will also read a 
novel/nonfiction book of their own choosing each quarter and construct a project to 
demonstrate understanding of the reading. 

 

ENG 2  ENGLISH 2  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  ENG 1 AND/OR STUDENT ENTERING SOPHOMORE YEAR 
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English II is the sophomore level course for English. It is a full year course, and fills one of 
the English credits needed for graduation. The course objectives are as follows:  
1. continue to develop vocabulary.  
2.continue to develop grammar, usage, and punctuation skills.   
3.apply reading strategies to the development of critical reading skills.   
4. gain cultural awareness through reading various genres of literature from a 
Humanities   perspective.   
5. read, analyze/evaluate, discuss, and write about various genres of literature.   
6. develop writing/communication skills by following a process using current 
MLA   guidelines.  
7.follow the research process and write an argumentative research 
paper.   
8.continue to follow directions and develop listening skills. 
   
The following novels/plays are read during the course: Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 
Mark Twain, Anthem by Ayn Rand, A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens, “Antigone” 
by Sophocles, “The Taming of The Shrew” by William Shakespeare, and Eragon 
Christopher Paolina. Poetry is also read, discussed, and written. Students will also continue 
to read a novel/nonfiction book of their own choosing each quarter and prepare a project to 
demonstrate understanding of the reading. 

 

AM LIT  AMERICAN LITERATURE  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  ENGLISH 2 

This literature course focuses on American authors working within the novel genre. 
Thematically related poetry will be integrated in this study as well. Students will read 
several novels and various excerpts from pieces of literature in this time  
period in order to observe the variety of writing style and appreciate the beauty 

of the human journey experience. Some of the novels that will be read include: 
Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, Arthur Miller’s the Crucible, and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter. Creative writing will encompass both poetry 
and journaling.  

An in-depth research paper and research essay will be included in the American 
Literature class focusing on analyzing various genres of literature in the 
analytical writing portion of the course written in both MLA and APA 
formatting. 
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BRIT LIT  BRITISH LITERATURE  1 SEM  1/2 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  ENGLISH 2  

The origins of our English language are traced by the earliest written pieces of 
literature. A study of the chronology of the language’s growth from Old Eng. lash 
through Middle English and on to Modern English is incorporated with the literature 
studied. We will trace English literature through Beowulf, King Arthur’s Court, and The 
Canterbury Tales, and Hamlet. Some of the authors we will cover are William 
Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde, George Orwell, and C.S. Lewis. Creative writing will 
encompass both poetry and journaling.   

The British Literature course will also include an in-depth research paper and 
research essay focusing on analyzing various genres of literature in the analytical 
writing portion of the course written in both MLA and APA formatting. 

 

DC COMP  DUAL CREDIT COMPOSITION I  1 SEM  1/2 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENT ENTERING SENIOR YEAR 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (ENG 110)  1st SEM  3 CREDITS 

English 110 focuses on critical reading and writing skills applicable to writing within 
and beyond the college community; it emphasizes the composition processes, 
argumentation of diverse issues and collaborative learning (such as peer work- 
shopping). During the semester, students will complete six major writing assignments 
representing a variety of genres in academic writing. As a part of these writing 
assignments, they will also practice revision by completing multiple drafts of each 
major assignment. In addition to major writing assignments, students will complete 
additional short writing assignments and exercises; participate in large and small 
group discussions, mini lessons, and exercises; read texts representing several 
disciplines; attend and participate in peer writing workshops; and research using the 
library and internet. 

 

DC COMP  DUAL CREDIT COMPOSITION II  1 SEM  1/2 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  DUAL CREDIT COMPOSITION I 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (ENG 210)  2nd SEM  3 CREDITS 
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English 210 (prerequisite ENG 110) focuses on the study and practice of the discourse 
conventions of academic writing and writing about public affairs from the perspective 
of an educated person. Students will also prepare for writing within various 
disciplines. During the semester, students will complete four major writing 
assignments and one major visual documentary. As a part of these writing 
assignments, they will also practice revision by completing multiple drafts of each 
major assignment. In addition to major writing assignments, students will complete 
additional short writing assignments and exercises; participate in large and small 
group discussions, mini-lessons, and exercises; read texts representing several 
disciplines; attend and participate in peer writing workshops; and research using the 
library and internet. With the completion of these courses, students have the option to 
earn six college credit hours. 

 

DC LIT  DUAL CREDIT LITERATURE  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  B or better in ENGLISH 2 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (ENG 200)  1 YEAR  3 CREDITS 

English 200 is designed especially for students new to the study of literature. We will 
explore the influences between literature and culture; how culture affects its 
literature; how literature affects culture; and how earlier literary influences affect 
later ones both within and between cultures. We will look at literature in the 
broadest sense through writing, film, and music, and we will explore the literary  
areas of myth, poetry, short fiction, novels, nonfiction, and drama from the time of 
oral storytelling until the present day. With the completion of this course, students 
have the option to earn three college credit hours. 
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MATHEMATICS 
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MATHEMATICS COURSES FLOW CHART 
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MATHEMATICS COURSE OFFERINGS  
Four credits of math are required unless a student completes Algebra 1 in 8th grade in 
which case only three credits are required in high school. Transcripts, placement tests, and 
teacher recommendations will be used to place students at appropriate levels. Algebra 1, 
Algebra 2, and Geometry are required for all students, as well as one additional math 
course beyond the Algebra 2 level. 

09 ALG 1  ALGEBRA 1  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

This course is designed to strengthen the understanding of basic properties of real 
numbers and use those properties with variables. Most of the topics in Algebra I 
involve solving equations or learning concepts to use in solving equations. The 
students will solve linear equations, systems of equations and quadratic equations. 
Graphing, word problems and functions are also included in the course. 

 

 

GEOM  GEOMETRY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  ALGEBRA I 

Geometry is a course that studies figures and spatial relationships. A large part of 
Geometry includes using deductive thinking skills. Logic will be used in studying 
these geometric figures in one, two, and three dimensions. The students should be 
able to see these relationships in the real world. Topics include proof, lines, angles, 
triangles, polygons, simple trigonometry, circles, area, perimeter, surface area, and 
volume. 

ALG II  ALGEBRA II 1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  ALGEBRA I 

Algebra II is a course that expands on the topics of Algebra I and provides further 
development of the concepts of function. The expanded topics of the course include 
the theorems and algorithms of algebra, polynomials, polynomial functions, rational 
exponents, the complex numbers, logarithms, and the properties and graphs of conic 
sections. Cubic, quartic, and quintic equations are solved. 
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ADV MATH  ADVANCED MATH  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE: GEOMETRY AND ALGEBRA II 

The Advanced Math course continues the study of algebra by including topics of 
functions, inequalities, exponents, complex numbers, logarithms, and analytic 
geometry.  Trigonometry and its applications are a major part of the course. Discrete 
mathematical topics included are vectors, sequences, series, and matrices. This course 
meets the prerequisite for Calculus. 

 

DC PRECALC  DUAL CREDIT PRECALCULUS  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE: B OR BETTER IN ALGEBRA 1 AND ALGEBRA II 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (MTH 136)  1 YEAR  3 CREDITS 

This course is part one of a two course sequence with emphasis on the analytic, graphical, 
and numerical representations of functions. The focus of the course is on the library of 
algebraic functions (polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions) along 
with higher algebraic reasoning. 

 

DC CALC  DUAL CREDIT CALCULUS  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  ADVANCED MATH AND 28 OR BETTER ON ACT MATH SUBTEST 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (MTH 261)  1 YEAR  5 CREDITS 

Calculus introduces the study of limits and continuity; derivative and its applications; the 
integral and area between curves; derivatives, integrals and graphs of inverse functions, 
with emphasis on logarithmic and exponential and inverse trigonometric functions. This 
course provides a foundation for the study of higher-level mathematics and mathematics   

related areas. Stu- dents will also acquire a deeper understanding of algebra, geometry, 
trigonometry and their interrelationships with calculus. The course may be taken as a 
dual credit class with Missouri State University. To enroll in MTH 261 a student must 
have an ACT Math score of 28 or higher or make an acceptable score on the MSU Math 
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Placement Test. With the completion of this course, students have the option to earn five 
college credit hours. 

 

PRB/STAT  PROBABILITY & STATISTICS  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  SENIORS WHO HAVE COMPLETED ALGEBRA II 

Statistics is the study of information and how it can be organized in ways that are 
useful.  Statistics are simply objective and systematic methods for describing and 
interpreting information so that you may make the most informed decisions about life. 
Covered topics are descriptive statistics, probability and probability distributions, and 
statistical inference. 
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SCIENCE 
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SCIENCE COURSES FLOW CHART 
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SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS  
Three credits of science are required to earn a New Covenant Academy diploma.  

FOUNDATION  FOUNDATIONS TO PHYSICS AND   
CHEMISTRY 

1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENT ENTERING FRESHMEN YEAR 

The study of physical science is the study of laws and principles of the earth. God 
created the physical out of the spiritual; therefore, even though we live in a physical 
world, the spiritual world governs that physical world. This physical science course 
covers basic concepts of chemistry and physics. More specifically, we study concepts 
relating to the structure of matter, changes in matter, matter in motion, and waves and 
energy. These concepts include studying atomic structure, the periodic table, bonding 
and compounds, chemical reactions, kinematics, work, thermodynamics, sound, 
magnetism, and light.  Although there is math involved in both chemistry and physics, 
the challenge to the student in this course is to understand the concepts and 
differentiate among major scientific ideas rather than just solving math problems. 
Learning the rules of the physical world that God has given to us is what this course is 
all about. 

 

BIO  BIOLOGY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  FOUNDATIONS TO PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY 

God is our creator! Biology is the study of that created life. As a Christian biology 
student, you must understand the problem is not only to find information, but also to 
consider information considering the Word of God. Following are some of the ways we 
accomplish this: first, the Christian must know the Word of God—READ-STUDY-
THINK—meditating upon what God says in His Word. Secondly, the Christian must 
evaluate the source of the statement. Scientific statements are based on observation, 
not guesses. One must make sure one labels a guess just that, a belief or a guess. The 
three basic units of study in this course are: The Science of Life—this includes the 
philosophy and theories of many biological discoveries; the History of Life—this 
includes the theories of evolution and biblical creation; and the Science of Organisms—
this includes a survey of the major groups of living things on our planet and a 
classification of organisms. 
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CHEM  CHEMISTRY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE  BIOLOGY 

God is the God of Science and the God of Chemistry. God spoke and created all matter 
out of nothing. The spiritual created the physical. Chemistry is a submicroscopic world; 
therefore, we must study those things that are very rarely seen but make up what we 
know as our universe. The first six chapters constitute a survey of the most basic ideas 
of chemistry with an emphasis on reaction chemistry. The second unit of chapters (7 
thru 15) expand upon the basic ideas presented in unit 1. More details of electron 
structure, the full potential of the periodic table and the whole spectrum of bonding is 
presented.  Kinetic theory, quantitative relationships in reactions, water solutions, 
acids, bases, and acid-base reactions. The final unit of chapters (16 thru 21) take 
several topics that may be considered extensions of basic chemistry. Some of the topics 
that will be covered include: Redox and electrochemistry, organic and biochemistry, 
and energy and nuclear chemistry (as time permits). 

 

ENV SCIENCE ENVIROMENTAL SCIENCE 1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE  BIOLOGY 

The Environmental Science course explores God’s creation and the intricate 
relationships between all living things.  Students will learn about the natural world and 
how ecosystems function, emphasizing the biblical principle of stewardship — caring 
for the earth as a way of honoring God.  Through the study of ecological systems, 
energy flows, and the balance of nature, students will gain a deeper understanding of 
the beauty and complexity of God’s design. The course will also address the impact of 
human actions on the environment, focusing on issues like climate change, pollution, 
deforestation, and conservation. 
 
In light of Scripture, we will explore the responsibility Christians have to protect and 
preserve the earth for future generations, reflecting God’s love and care for creation.  
Students will engage in hands-on experiments, fieldwork, and discussions about the 
role of faith in addressing environmental challenges.  By the end of the course, 
students will be equipped not only with scientific knowledge but also with a biblical 
understanding of their role as caretakers of God’s creation, empowered to make 
choices that honor God and support a biblical worldview. 
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DC ANA/PHY  DUAL CREDIT ANATOMY/PHYSIOLOGY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  CHEMISTRY or ENVIORMENTAL SCIENCE 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (BMS 110 
& 111) 

1 YEAR  4 CREDITS 

This course will be an exciting new adventure into the wonderful world of God's 
creation.  The relationships between structure and function and homeostasis are major 
themes in the text for this course. A&P explores the body's 14-systems in relation to 
both their biochemical and pathological aspects. Studies in the areas of populations of 
peoples, their genetics and their ecological similarities and differences will be 
discussed. God has created mankind and the world around us to explore and have 
dominion over. That exploration is vast and daunting at times, nonetheless, we will 
make it a challenge to use the wisdom God has given us to learn more about this world 
and how we function in it.  With the completion of this course, students have the option 
to earn four college credit hours. 

 

DC PHYSICS  DUAL CREDIT PHYSICS  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  SENIORS ONLY 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (PHY 100)  1 YEAR  4 CREDITS 

This laboratory course presents basic concepts in physics, including measurement, 
and problem solving, velocity, acceleration, motion, forces, work, power, heat, and 
temperature. Students will also explore basic laws of physics, including sound waves, 
reflection and refraction, direct current circuits, the chemical and magnetic effects of 
heat, and nuclear reactions. With the completion of this course, students have the 
option to earn four college credit hours. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
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SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES FLOW CHART 
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SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE OFFERINGS  
Three credits of social studies are required. 

AM HIST  AMERICAN HISTORY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENT ENTERING FRESHMAN YEAR 

This course examines the achievements, interactions and conflicts of American history 
both within the borders of our nation and on the international stage from the Civil War 
era to the present day. The influence of the Christian worldview on the course of 
American history is also examined. As the class progresses, the effects of the hand of 
God in American history will be discussed. 

 

W HIST  WORLD HISTORY  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  AMERICAN HISTORY 

World History examines the record of God’s creation of, plan for, and interaction with 
mankind, as well as the development of man’s social, political, economic, and religious 
institutions. Study topics include the impact of significant individuals, ideas, groups, 
events and interactions throughout the course of history. In addition, the effects of 
man’s interactions with God, both positive and negative, will be explored. 

 

GOVERN  GOVERNMENT  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENTS ENTERING JUNIOR OR SENIOR YEAR 

This course devotes one semester to an examination of the development of the 
American system of government. It also examines the rights and responsibilities 
granted to each citizen under that system. The influence of the Christian worldview on 
the development of the American republic will be assessed, and other influences such 
as the Classical influence, the British tradition and Enlightenment thought will also be 
examined. Both the United States Constitution test and the Missouri Constitution test 
must be passed for successful completion of the government portion of the class. 

 

AMER WAR  AMERICA AT WAR  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 
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PREREQUISITE:  STUDENTS ENTERING JUNIOR OR SENIOR YEAR 

This course devotes one semester to understanding American involvement in military 
conflicts from World War I to Operation Desert Storm. Each unit will look at the causes 
of each conflict, America’s entry into each conflict, major battles and strategies used, 
technology, and resolution to each conflict. In addition, time will be given to cover the 
history of each of the five branches of the military.  

 

AMER PRES  AMERICAN PRESIDENCY  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENTS ENTERING JUNIOR OR SENIOR YEAR 

This course devotes one semester to understanding the Office of the President of the 
United States and the men who have held the office. This course will cover the 
expectations of the presidency, the Framers design and intent for the Office, 
development of presidential power, limitations on the presidency, and presidential 
elections. In addition, time will be given to analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of 
selected presidents. Finally, students will create a framework of effective leadership 
principles and strategies over the course of the semester.  

 

DC PLSC  DUAL CREDIT GOVERNMENT AND 
POLITICS IN THE U.S. (ONLINE 
ONLY) 

1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENTS ENTERING JUNIOR OR SENIOR YEAR 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH DRURY (PLSC 101)  1 SEM  3 CREDITS 

Introduction to the theories, constitutional bases, functions and government 
structures of the U.S. political system in relation to the global political environment. 
Emphasis on national politics and linkages with state, local and international 
governments, including an emphasis on Missouri and current issues in domestic and 
foreign policy. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
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WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES FLOW CHART 
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WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OFFERINGS 
Two credits of the same world language are required to earn a New Covenant Academy diploma. 

SPAN I  SPANISH 1  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Spanish I am an introductory course designed to introduce students to 
fundamental aspects of Spanish, including grammatical rules, pronunciation, 
vocabulary, and conversation. Students will develop the four basic skills of 
communication (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) in Spanish. They will 
also study cultures of Spanish speaking countries and ethnic groups. 

 

SPAN II  SPANISH II  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  SPANISH I 

Spanish II builds upon the foundations of grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary, and 
conversational skills taught in Spanish I. Students will continue to develop the four 
basic skills of communication (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) in Spanish as 
well as further cultural studies. 

 

DC SPAN III  SPANISH III (ELECTIVE)  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  B OR GREATER IN SPANISH II 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (SPN 101 
& 102) 

1 YEAR  6 CREDITS 

In Spanish III, students will apply the basic Spanish grammar and vocabulary they 
learned in Spanish I and II as they learn conversational Spanish. Students will also 
further their understanding of Spanish grammar and continue developing the four 
basic skills of communication (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) as they work 
toward fluency. 
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DC SPAN IV  SPANISH IV (ELECTIVE)  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  B OR GREATER IN DC SPANISH III 

DUAL CREDIT INFO:  OFFERED THROUGH MSU (SPN 201 
& 202) 

1 YEAR  6 CREDITS 

Spanish IV is designed to immerse students in Spanish, as they apply grammar concepts 
from Spanish I-III. Students will gain further understanding of Spanish grammar as 
they acquire knowledge of all 3 moods and 14 tenses of the Spanish language. They will 
also   

continue to develop the four basic skills of communication (reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking) through reading passages in Spanish and thinking critically 
as they respond in Spanish.  
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ELECTIVE COURSES 
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ELECTIVE COURSE OFFERINGS 
A student can choose between a number of remaining courses to meet the 28 required credits for 
graduation.  

PRACTICAL ARTS 
YEARB/NEWS  YEARBOOK  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  APPLICATION AND TEACHER APPROVAL 

Yearbook is a yearlong course in which students will learn and apply various skills 
related to journalism, including production management. Yearbook students will 
create and produce New Covenant Academy’s annual yearbook Pride, while utilizing 
business skills such as managing, marketing, communicating, writing, and 
bookkeeping. Skills students will employ include planning, interviewing, writing, and 
editing. Students will also focus on print media publishing, which encompasses digital 
photography, photo-editing, graphic design, and text layout. Factual and technical 
material pertaining to computer and software programs will be applied for students to 
create, design, and publish both the school’s yearbook and newsletters. 

 

INTERN  INTERNSHIP  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENTS ENTERING SENIOR YEAR 

NCA’s Internship program is offered to 12th grade students, who will receive 1 credit 
in practical arts. Students will have the opportunity to explore a specific career field 
by serving as interns in a local workplace. Course expectations will include 
attendance, supervisor evaluations, a journal, a written reflection, a research paper, 
as well as regularly scheduled meetings with the instructor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Return to Table of Contents     36 

INTRO TO BUS  INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Introduction to business is designed to introduce students to an overall view of the 
business world and what it entails. Students will become familiar with business topics 
which include business etiquette, domestic and global commerce, ethical and social 
responsibility, business ownership, marketing, career opportunities, consumer rights, 
money management and accounting. Students will be involved in classroom 
discussions that reflect their personal opinions on various business-related matters. 
Writing assignments will be given, which will allow students an opportunity to 
increase their knowledge on various business issues while also expanding their 
personal writing skills. 

 

COMPAPPL  COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Computer Applications is a semester course in which students will learn how to use 
various software applications to create various projects involving word processing, 
desktop publishing, spreadsheets, and presentations. The course is designed to focus 
on the development of improving computer skills, as well as emphasize the acquisition 
of applicable and technical information pertaining to computers and different 
application software available. Students will apply their knowledge and skills of 
computers to personal and business use. Guided-lessons, assignments and projects are 
designed to expand their knowledge, as well as further prepare them for opportunities 
in college and in the workplace where computers will often be used. Students will 
work with software and online applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Publisher, Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, Lucidpress and Prezi. 

 

PER FIN  PERSONAL FINANCE  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  STUDENTS ENTERING SENIOR YEAR 
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Personal finance is designed to introduce students to an overall view of the various 
financial scenarios they will encounter in their personal life and in the business world.  
Students will become familiar with not only the conceptual knowledge of personal 
finance but also the mathematical calculations that are involved. General topics include 
careers, income, budgets, credit, spending, banking, investments, and insurance. 
Students will be involved in class- room discussions where they will reflect on their 
own personal opinions regarding various financial-related matters. Writing 
assignments will be given in which students will increase their knowledge of various 
business issues, while also expanding their personal writing skills. Students will 
complete an array of exercises that reflect their knowledge of mathematics that are 
involved in business, as well as personal business.   

***While this course meets a practical art, it is also a graduation requirement 
for all students. *** 

 

HS SPEECH  SPEECH  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

This one-semester course offers an overview of the process of communication and 
provides a variety of public speaking experiences. Students will develop critical 
speaking and listening skills. Required speeches are the self-introduction speech, the 
informative speech, the persuasive speech, and the speech for a special occasion. 
Students will also perform literary interpretations and give sales pitches. Speech 
provides the study of and practice in the basic principles and techniques of effective 
oral communication. This course includes instruction in adapting speech to different 
audiences and purposes.  Students have the opportunities to make different types of 
oral presentations including viewpoint, instructional, demonstration, informative, 
persuasive and impromptu.  Students are given opportunities to express subject matter 
knowledge and content through creative, analytical, and expository writing, as well as 
reading a variety of literary genres related to course content and speaking assignments. 
This course emphasizes research using technology and careful organization and 
preparation.  

***While this course meets a practical art, it is also a graduation requirement for 
all students. This requirement can also be met through Competitive Speech or DC 
Presentational Speaking*** 
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HS COMP SPEECH  COMPETITIVE SPEECH/DEBATE  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  AUDITION 

Speech and Debate is a co-curricular, competitive performance class. Debate teaches 
students how to participate in the rational exchange of ideas and arguments as they 
relate to significant social issues. Speech events sharpen speaking and/or acting skills.  
Students are required to perform in class and will have the opportunity to attend 
several weekend competitions throughout the year.  

***While this course meets a practical art, it can also meet the 
graduation requirement for Speech. *** 

 

TECH AIDE  TECHNOLOGY AIDE  1 YEAR  1CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE  TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR APPROVAL 

This course is designed for students that demonstrate a knowledge or have an 
experience in working with classroom technology. Students will be working with 
and setting up laptops and/or Chromebooks. 

 

A+  A+ TUTORING/MENTORING  1 SEM  1/2 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE  MUST BE A JUNIOR OR SENIOR AND HAVE SIGNED A+ 
CONTRACT 

Students enrolled in A+ Tutoring/Mentoring will engage with NCA students younger 
than them to provide academic and social support but partnering with assigned 
teachers.  A+ students will often read to or be read to by elementary students, aid 
learning math facts, help teach conflict resolution, etc. Students are responsible for 
logging and turning in their contact hours by the quarter.   

***This course may be repeated for credit. 
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FINE ARTS  
HS ART  ART  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

High school art builds upon principles learned in middle school and may be taken each 
year in high school. The HS Art program uses the Discipline Based Art Education 
(DBAE) perspective in which students learn four art disciplines: Production (Studio), 
Art Criticism, Aesthetics, and Art History. Each quarter features an artist, time period, 
or culture along with a specific element or principle of art. Art media covered in the 
curriculum includes painting, drawing, sculpture, collage, printmaking, photography 
and ceramics. Hands-on activities provide students opportunities to practice creative 
and critical problem-solving. Students desiring to pursue art at the post-secondary 
level are assisted in developing a portfolio. 

 

MULTI DESIGN MULTIMEDIA DESIGN 1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Students in multimedia we will focus on exploring the various ways in which media can be used 
to communicate messages to an audience. They will practice the important professional practices 
of meeting deadlines, delivering a product with excellence and creating media with a specific 
audience in mind. 
 
They will explore various areas such as photography, presentation software, visual/audio 
storytelling, coding/web design, graphic design, and church media as part of the first year 
exploration in multimedia. 
 
Second- and third-year Multimedia students will be taking part in a practicum experience where 
they will be partnering with multiple teachers and departments within the school to create 
content for them on a deadline. For example, students will partner with the Development 
Department to create graphics for NCA’s social media pages, design printed handouts for events, 
and take pictures of activities going on at NCA. They will also be partnering with the drama 
department and the spiritual life departments to help with media resources for chapel and drama 
productions. 
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   HS BAND BAND  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Students rehearse and perform music of various styles and difficulty levels. Grades are 
based on participation, attendance, a progressive series of playing tests, and mastery 
of the pieces we are preparing for performance in concert and at State Large Ensemble 
Festival. Students have opportunities to develop solo and small ensemble techniques 
for performance in the community and for District and State Music Festivals as well. 
They also have the opportunity to audition for All-District and All-State Band, as well 
as participate in Mark Twain Conference Band activities. During their High School 
years, Concert Band members have the opportunity to travel to both regional and 
national music competitions in cities such as Chicago, San Antonio, St. Louis and 
Orlando. Due to the performance nature of Band, membership is considered to be a 
year-long commitment.  

 

HS CHAMBER CHAMBER CHOIR 1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  AUDITION 

In this advanced choir, students will learn advanced skills of singing and reading 
music.  Students will sing advanced repertoire from various eras of musical history 
and from a variety of music styles: including gospel, musical theater, pop, and 
classical. While learning rehearsal and performance techniques, the students analyze 
compositional elements in cultural and historical contexts. This group will have 
competitions that will require after school and weekend hours. 

 

HS CONCERT  CONCERT CHOIR  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

NCA concert choir is a performance-based course for grades 9-12. Students in concert 
choir engage in a variety of learning activities which include music reading, sight 
singing, rhythmic exercises, improving vocal techniques, ensemble singing, music 
theory, and music history. Students in concert choir are offered numerous 
opportunities to develop vocally through concerts, music competitions and festivals, 
and conference/district choirs. Acceptance in concert choir is by audition (not based 
upon ability) and at the discretion of the choir director. Due to the performance nature 
of choir, membership is considered to be a yearlong commitment. 
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DRAMA  DRAMA  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Intro to Drama is an academic and performance course in the basic skills of theatre 
arts.  The focus of this course is on the different elements in the field of theatre, which 
must be combined to create a theatrical production, such as pantomime, comedy and 
dramatic acting, monologues, ensemble acting, Shakespeare, children’s theatre and 
auditioning.  This is not solely an acting class. This course also involves academic 
material with an emphasis on the history of theatre as well as the elements of theatre. 
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PHYSCIAL EDUCATION  
HS PE  PHYSICAL EDUCATION  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Physical education is a vital part of every student’s education as well as maintaining 
an overall healthy lifestyle. Studies have shown that children who are active for at 
least 30 minutes a day are less likely to suffer from childhood obesity, hypertension 
and other childhood related diseases and sicknesses. The goal of the NCA Physical 
Education program is to promote fitness and healthy choices to students of all ages. 
Students are challenged physically through a wide variety of physical activities such 
as team sports, individual sports, build-up games as well as weight training. Physical 
education is designed for students to enjoy exercising at a young age and to develop 
exercise habits that they will carry with them into adult life.  

***This is a graduation requirement for all students. *** 

 

WEIGHTS  WEIGHTS  1 YEAR  1 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn weight training 
concepts and techniques used for obtaining optimal physical fitness. Students will 
benefit from comprehensive weight training and cardiorespiratory endurance 
activities.  Students will learn the basic fundamentals of weight training, strength 
training, aerobic training, and overall fitness training and conditioning.  

 

HS HEA  HEALTH  1 SEM  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

The purpose of this Health class is to present the Bible as the foundation for a healthy 
lifestyle. This class will deal with the integration of the physical, mental, social, and 
spiritual dimensions of life. These four topics are taught throughout the semester using 
a variety of methods such as lecture, cooperative learning and hands-on activities.  

***This is a graduation requirement for all students. *** 
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MISCELLANEOUS ELECTIVES 
STUDY HALL  STUDY HALL  1 SEM  0 CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE  NONE 

Students are able to take one Study Hall per year and still meet graduation 
requirements.  Study Hall is designed to provide an opportunity within the school day 
to prepare and complete necessary coursework to be academically successful. Students 
are also assigned a Study Hall for all online dual credit courses. 

 

TA  TEACHERS AIDE  1 YEAR  ½ CREDIT 

PREREQUISITE  ADMIN APPROVAL 

This course is designed for students that desire to serve our NCA teaching staff by 
assisting with activities ranging from tutoring students to making copies. There may 
be other routine tasks assigned by NCA staff. 

 

ONLINE DUAL CREDIT COURSES 
NCA is pleased to offer online dial credit courses through Drury University, Evangel University, and 
OTC. Students beginning their junior year may take up to two online courses per semester 
depending on their schedule.  

Students taking online dual credit courses will be assigned to a supervised classroom (one class for 
each course taken) where they can complete their online course work.  

For more information, including the dual credit agreement that is required for all students, along 
with a list of course offerings, please see the high school counselor.  
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